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MIKE LOCKLEY
Sunday Mercury Writer
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For him, it was the final missing
phece of the complex Jigsaw that has
become the reh for the world's old
est biblical manuscript, the Shapira

That document contains the lost
1th commandment: “You shall not
hate your brother in your heart.*
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His findings - and our story - made the
front page of tabloids in Britain

story went worldwide,
1 the New York Times
papers in Russia, France, Spain and
Romania,

David’s revelation drew the
experts from New York and Louisi
to Sinai House, but they came not in
search of the Holy but some-
thing of equally seismic religious
importance.
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d ed,
‘-]mplm comi nuu] suicide

SUNDAY MERCURY SUNDAY, AUGUST 15, 2021

wf....w .

1 I ;

we the answer, “Du

They now
our meeting
able 10 rev

1t Sin
1 the links berween Si
" David told the Sun

i
Burtos

“Generatio
known that
ibly spe

ai House v
and ane

gios links had been lost in t

e
" l'ho Sunday Mvrmq s recent arti-
the  long-f

i House we were

ct, it was only due to
wnd local interest in the
at the scroll

atal
s of Burton nmph- had

- near the aptly nai
nered-

Brookes-Mason died in 1903
Shapira Scroll di
lost forever. The warld saw it as a hku
and interest died. But in 1947 the Dy

it pl
hough the true depths of Its rell-

sold rur' peantts - |u\| ‘n k-\\ p!JllI\tEﬂ

tonal story [h.n ran for wu.-ks In
the world press. It seemed set 1o

tis!
Museum famously offered £1mil-
worthless and without historical

llnks with Sinal House, mc
Templs

with the Ark of the Covenant and the

h-rll lmmnll(lllll’!!H

in Iccal puuple
than Brooke:

ral History and Archaeology Society,

all?
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“Itwas this link between the Ark of the
Covenant and the aptly named Sinai
House that |
acquire the Shapi
after the uurm had dismissed it as a
fake.

ed Mason
Scroll - wi

here was no more fitting place in
gland for the scroll to be than Hmrun
inai House!
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be _found at Brookes-Mason's grave,

e
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elues started 1 unfold,” he said.

“I had to ask the staff at the Burton
Cemetery office for the location of the
» but they told me there was no
stone listed in the records - and so noth-
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1fso, there is an even more earth-shat
tering conclusion. One of Christianit
mast important texts is buried in the

The verse was overgrown and I could
not read it, but [ was delighted to find a

“The anomaly in the records was um
1 returned 1 the cemetery
office 1o inform them that there was

archaeologists to see the grave during
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| Anthropologist David Adkins at Sinai House alongside archaeologists from the US; oppasite, Burton doctor Philip
Brookes-Mason and his newly-discovered grave, and the Sunday Mercury front page story of the lost Templar Hoard
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“1 instantly considered the possibly
that someone had tried to obscure the
jon of the grave in years gone by.
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3 stabbed in
street battle

THREE men have been
amested over stabbings in
Perry Barr on Friday night.

Victims, aged 19, 21 and
22, are being treated for
stab wounds which are:
not believed to be life-
threatening, police said,

The group allegedly
attacked occupants of a car
a the Woodall Road and
Broadway junction at around
10pm.

A number of weapons
have been recovered and
detectives have launched
an investigation into the
incident.

A West Midlands Police
spokesman told the Sunday
Mercury:"A group of men are
believed to have attacked
the occupants of a car
before they themselves were
attacked by the people in the
wehicle, just before 10pm at
the junction of Woodall Road
and Broadway.

"The victims, aged 19, 21
and 23, are being treated
for stab wounds which
are not believed to be life-
threatening. They remain
in hospital and have been
amested on suspicion of
wiolent disorder.

“A number of weapons
have been recovered and
detectives are now trying
to identify the occupants of
the car”

Anyone with information
is urged to call police on 101,

Red Bull thief
avoids the can

A MAN has appeared in court
after he stole 100 cans of Red
Bull from a Black Country
petrol station.

Elliot Mendresse, of Goode
Avenue, Hockley, made off
‘with £95 worth of energy
drinks on two occasions.
wihen he targeted the B
service station in West
Bromwich.

The 42-year-old stole 50
«ans of Red Bull on both
‘occasions when he raided
the Birmingham Road shop
on June 12 and June 15 this
year.

Mendresse originally
denied two counts of theft
but changed his plea to
guilty when he appeared
at

twice into the short, rwo-line verse.
“This was the final picce in the cryptic

puzzle - and standing by the grave of

the Shapira Scroll's last owner, we con-

sidered the likelihood that Mason him-

self had been buried with the scroll, *

it sounds, could the oldest

ronomy and the first Dead
Sea Seroll ever 1o be found, be buried
with its last known owner in Burton on
Trent?

“When you look at the evidence, 1
think it is the most likely place for the
scroll o be

“That aside, it is a proven fact that the
oldest Bible in the world was last seen
here in the brewing town of Burton and
wut its last known owner's interest
Sinai House, it Ay never have found
way to the town.”

Court on Wednesday, August
11. A separate charge of
possession of cannabis was
dismissed.

Magistrates said the
offences were made more
serious because the thefts
were committed while he
was on licence and due to
his previaus record and
character,

prison, :uspmﬂed for 18
months.

He must also undertake
rehabilitation activities.
for up to 15 days and pay
‘compensation of £95, plus
£428 in costs.



